German - Pronunciation Guide

Vowels:




Examples:

a -  like a in father



Ja, Ball

e – like in wet



der, es, wenn

i – like in wind



wir, Winter, ist

o – like in older



Rose, Brot

u – like in foot



Mutter, Hut

“Umlaut” Vowels:

ä – like in bear



Bär, Käse

ö – like in fur



schön, hören

ü – no equivalent sound in English
grün, Tür

Vowel Combinations:

au – like in how



Haus, Auto, braun

ei – like in height



nein,  Eisen

eu – like in oil



Freund, heute, neu

äu – like in oil



Mäuse, Häuser

Long Vowels:

ie – like in beer



Bier, die, hier

ee – like in end



Meer

ah – like in father



fahren

eh – like in end



zehn, gehen

ih – like in meet



ihr, ihnen

oh – like in old



Sohn, Fohlen

uh – like in root



Stuhl

aa  -  long a
like in father


Haar

ee –  long  e 




Beet

oo -  long o




Boot
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Consonants:

ch – no equivalent in English

ich, sprechen

chs – is pronounced x


Lachs

ck – like in luck



Decke, Ecke

kn – pronounce k and n


Knie

pf – no equivalent in English

Kopf, Pfanne

ph – pronounced like f


Photographie

ps – pronounced p and s


Psychologe

sp  - is pronounced shp


Sport, spielen

st  -  is pronounced sht


Stock, stehen

sch – is pronounced sh


waschen

tz – is pronounced ts
Platz
 

qu – is pronounced kv


Quelle

z – is pronounced ts


Kreuz

Double consonants are stressed.

bb, dd, ff, gg, kk, ll, mm, nn, pp, rr, ss, tt, zz

Ebbe, Kamm, Kanne, essen, Blatt

ss vs. ß (Eszett/scharfes s)

ss after short vowels (stressed):

Fass, messen

ß after long vowels (not stressed):

groß, Fuß, 
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